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87 Migratory ducks and geese may have to dodge shotgun pellets for 

as much as half their existence. 

No sooner are .the summer molts over for the old ones o and the flight 
stage reached by the fledglings than they all become fair game for an 
army of hunters. 

Hunting begins in Alaska and Canada as early as September and along 
the northern row of States by October 1. Shooting does not stop in the 
Southern States until after New Year T s. Birds may be taken In Mexico 
until March 1 which Is close to the time when the urge to migrate and 
breed sends them northward again. Let not o the hunger, then^ bemoan 
the limits on hiss bag and time for hunting. About the only n lace 0 the 
birds can hide o during the 6 months they are under constant pursuit Is 
a refuge or sanctuary. 

_B^“ that is not all. During the period of nesting, brooding, and 
rearing^ young, interference by man continues. Sharing our public waters 
now with the ducks and geese are a growing number of fishermen, speed- 
boaters, wauer skiers, and skin divers. Over parts of the northern water 
3 fowl breeding range, speedboaters and water skiers are taking command. 

So, also, on the wintering grounds. 

Consider the lower Columbia River. There we have watched great 
flocks of ducks and geese drift wearily in to a landing after long 
flights from the autumn staging grounds at -Lzembek Bay "at the base of 
the Aleutians. From izembe^k they have fought their way through storm 
and fog to the coastal bays of Puget S 0 und and the lower Columbia. 

There the tired, hungry migrants find welcome beds of aquatic plants 
and waste grain and stubble in harvested grainfields nearby. They also 
find their haven bustling with boaters and thousands of fishermen troll- 
ing among restless swells for salmon and steelhead. Night falls on the 
Columbia and the salmon fishing boat. The skipper cuts across the broad 
river, paying out a half-mile of gill net, a lighted float at each end. 
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